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Patent Application of: 
Hieyoung W. Oh 
Serial No.: 10/696,961 
Filed: October 30, 2003 
Examiner Flanigan, Allen J 
"CONDUCTIVE HEAT-EQUALIZING DEVICE 
RESPONSE TO ELECTION OF 


I, Paul F. DortOven, hereby certify that this correspondence 
being transmitted vta facoJmlJo to the U.S. Patent Office at 
(571) 2^8)3300. on the/date of my signature. 



Signature 


(kif^kts 22. Zoos' 

Date of Signature 
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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This communication is in response to the Office Action mailed December 6, 2005, 
setting forth a requirement for election of species. The Examiner has indicated that the 
claims are directed to the following patentably distinct species of the claimed invention: 
Group 1 1 Figure 2; Group 2, Figure 3; Group 3, Figure 4; and Group 4, Figure 5. The 
Examiner has required the applicant to elect a single disclosed species for prosecution on the 
merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be 
allowable. 

In response, the applicants hereby elect for prosecution on the merits, with traverse, 
the embodiments of the claimed invention comprising Group 1, to which the claims will be 
restricted if no generic claim is found to be allowable. 71ms, the applicants elect, with 
traverse, the embodiments of the claimed invention for the conductive heat -equalizing device 
shown in Figure 2. 

It is respectfully submitted that claims 1, 7, 14, 18 and 20 are generic, and claims 2-4, 
8-10, 13, 15 and 19 further read on the species identified by Group 1. 
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In regards to the requirement to elect a single species, it is understood that an election 
of species is set forth to facilitate the Patent Examiner's initial search in the examination of 
the application. However, the undersigned respectfully submits that a search for the other 
species in addition to the species identified by Group 1 will not result in a serious burden on 
the Patent Examiner in searching. 

A$ shown in the drawings and described in the specification* there are only a few 
structural differences between the various embodiments. These differences are not 
considered so significant, in terms of conducting a search, that the Examiner would be 
required to greatly expand the search. In other words, a search encompassing the various 
species should not be unduly burdensome to the Examiner. As a result, it is respectfully 
requested that the pending election of species requirement be reconsidered before the 
applicants and the Office are put to the burden and expense of possibly having to prosecute 
separate applications for the subject invention- 
Favorable action on the present application is requested. In the event that there are 
any issues which can be expedited by telephone conference, the Examiner is invited to 
telephone the undersigned at the number indicated below. 



Reg. No. 39,962 


Illinois Tool Works Inc. 
3600 West Lake Avenue 
Qenview, Illinois 60025 


Telephone: (847) 657^M>75 
Fax: (847)724-4160 


Page 2 of 2 


PAGE 2/2* RCVD AT 12/2212005 11:11:26 AM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPTO-ff)KF-6/27 1 DN1S:2738300* CSID:8477244160* DURATION (mm-$$):00»52 


